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THE     SHEEP     AND     LAMB  SITUATION 


PRICE  OF  LAMBS  AT  CHICAGO.  FEDERALLY  INSPECTED  SLAUGHTER 
OF  SHEEP  AND  LAMBS.  AND  INCOME  OF  1 N  DUSTRIAL  WORKERS. 
UNITED  STATES.  AND  PRICE  OF  WOOL  AT  BOSTON,  1929-39 


DOLLARS 
PER  100 
POUNDS 

16 


THOUSANDS 


1,800 


1,600 


1,400 


1.200 


1.000 


800 


PRICE 
(CENTS  PER 
POUND ) 

100 


80 


60 


40 


1929  1931  1933 

•  ADJUSTED  FOR  SEASONAL  VARIATION 


1935  1937  1939 

"  TERRITORY.  SCOURED  BASIS.  GRADE  S6  S 


U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


NEC.  34448     BUREAU  OF  AGRICULTURAL  ECONOMICS 


After  declining  sharply  in  the  last  half  of  1937,  prices  of  lambs 
recovered  somewhat  in  early  1938.  prices  have  not  changed  much  thus  far 
in  the  current  fed-lamb  marketing  season,  which  began   in  december  1938, 

BUT    THEY    HAVE    BEEN    HIGHER    THAN    A    YEAR    EARLIER.       ThE    HIGHER    PRICES  THIS 
YEAR    THAN    LAST    ARE    A    REFLECTION    OF    SMALLER    SLAUGHTER    SUPPLIES,    AS   WELL  AS 
THE    IMPROVEMENT    IN    CONSUMER    DEMAND,     INDICATED    BY    THE    INCREASE    IN  INCOMES 
OF    INDUSTRIAL    WORKERS.       IN    EASLY    1939    PRICES    OF   WOOL,    WHICH    ALSO  AFFECT 
PRICES    OF    LIVE    LAMBS,    v/ERE    ABOUT    THE    SAME    AS    A    YEAR  EARLIER. 
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March  20/  1039 


T  H  E    ,S  H  E  E  P    A  IT  D    LAMB  SITUATION 

gmnmary 

Slaughter  supplies  of  sheep  and  laahs  from  April  through  June  will  "be 
considerahly  smaller  than  in  the  same  period  last  year.    The  early  spring  lamh 
crop  prohalDly  will  he  slightly  smaller  this  year  than  last.    But  the  num.her  of 
early  lamhs  available  f-^r  slaughter  Irefore  July  1  will  be  materially  smaller 
than  a  year  earlier,  "because  of  the  pf^or  condition  of  lambs  in  California  and 
Texas.    A  large  proportipn  of  the  early  lambs  in  these  two  States  will  net  reach 
slaughter  .weights  a.nd  condition  befrre  July  as  a  result  cf  the  unfavorable  feed 
situation.    It  is  also  expected  that  marketings  '^f  grass  fat  :^'earlings  fr«m  Texas 
will  be  much  smaller  this  spring  than  last. 

Conditions  have  been  much  mere  favorable  in  the  other  early  lamb  pro- 
ducing States  than  in  California  and  Texas,     In  the  Southeastern  States,  the 
prcpcrtion  ^f  ewes  lambed  up  to  March  1  was  smaller  than  la.st  year  and  hardly 
equal  to  average.    Marketings  of  lambs  from  this  area  before  July  1  probably 
will  be  about  the  same  as  a  year  earlier.    In  Idaho,  Cregcn  and  Washington 
weather  has  been  favorable  for  shed  lambing  and  feed  has  been  abundant  a.nd  cheap. 

Marketings  of  lambs  after  July  will  depend  largely  unon  the  outcome  '^f 
the  late  lamb  crop.    Put  it  n-sw  appears  probable  that  a  much  larger  than  usual 
proportion  of  early  lambs  will  be  marketed  after  July, 

Prices  of  fed  lambs  weakened  slightly  in  February  but  strengthened  in 
early  March.    For  the  'reek  ended  March  11,  the  Chicagr  average  price  for  grod 
and  choice  slaughter  lambs  cf  $S.35  was  slightly  higher  than  a  month  earlier. 
Slaughter  rf  sheep  and  lambs  in  February  continued  smaller  than  a  year  earlier. 
In  early  March  t?ie  number  cf  lambs  remaining  in  feed  lots  in  Colorado  and  Western 
Nebraska  was  somewhat  smaller  than  a  year  earlier. 
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background.    The  133^  lam^b  crop  ^vas  5  ps^cent  larger  than  that  -^f  1031 
and  was  the  largest  on  record.    A  large  part  of  the  increase  in  the 
lamh  crop  last  ^ear  orer  that        1937  "^s^s  in  early  lamhs.     The  increase 
in  the  nTim"ber  of  lamhs  raised  in  193^         reflected  in  increased  maz'ket- 
ings  of  lanhs  in  the  grass  lamh  marketing  season,  from  May  through 
November  193S.     Since  ITovemoer,  hovzever,  marketings  of  lam'bs  have  "been 
smaller  than  a  year  earlier,  chiefly  "because  of  the  retention  of  a 
larger  numher  of  ewe  lamhs  for  Ireeding  and  the  decrease  in  the  nijimher 
of  lam'bs  fed.    Prices  of  lambs  weakened  only  slightly  from  May  through 
August,  with  a  raoderate  decline  during  September.     In  Octo'ber  and 
ITovember  some  advance  occurred  and  prices  have  "been  fairly  steady  since 
early  Decem'ber. 

Little  change  in  lam"b  prices  in  Fe"hruary  and  early  March 

Prices  of  fed  lam'bs  weakened  slightly  in  Fe'bruary,  hut  strengthened  in 
early  March.    F'^r  the  week  ended  March  11,  the  average  pric^  of  good  and  choice 
slaughter  lambs' at  Chicago  ras  about  $S.95»  which  was  slightly  higher  than  a 
month  earlier.     Thxroughout  the  current  fed  lamb  marketing  season  which  began 
last  December,  prices  '^f  lam.bs  have  fluctuated  'i^ithin  a.  relatively  narrow  range, 
but  the  level  of  prices  has  been  from       cents  to  $1.50  per  hundi^ed  pounds  higher 
than  a  year  earlier. 

Slaughter  smaller  than  in  February  last  year 

.  Inspected  slaughter  of  sheep  and  lambs,  totaling  1,3-1.000  head,  was 
about  60,000  head  smaller  than  in  February  last  year,  when  sla,ughter  was  relatively 
large.    For  the  first  3  months  of  the  present  fed  lamb  marketing  season,  Pecember 
through  February,  inspected  slaughter  of  sheep  and  lambs  ^;as  about  5  percent 
smaller  than  in  the  corresponding  months  of  19^7-3S» 

In  early  March,  the  number  of  lambs  rem.aining  in  feed  lots  in  Colorado 
and  Western  Nebraska  wa.s  smaller  than  a  year  earlier,  but  was  considerably  larger 
than  2  years  ago.     These  two  areas  are  the  chief  sources  of  marketings  of  fed 
lambs  during  March,  At)ril  and  May. 


EAHLY  SPRING  LAMB  CEQP  ^F  1939 

Ihe  early  spring  lamb  cr'^p  this  year  is  expected  to  be  slightly  smaller 
than  the  large  early  crop  of  193^i  ^"^-t  the  number  of  early  lambs  avail,^ie  for 
slaughter  before  July  1  this  j'-ear  will  be  mrterially  smaller  because  '^f  the 
poor  condition  of  lambs  in  California  and  Texas,     In  these  two  States  a  large 
proportion  of  the  early  lambs  will  not  reach  slaughter  weights  and  condition 
before  July,  because  of  the  unfavorable  feed  situation.     It  is  also  expected 
that  ma.rketings  of  grass  fat  yearlings  fr'^m  Texas  will  be  much  smaller  this 
spring  than  last. 

In  Calif ^rnia,  nev/  green  feed  has  been  short  because  of  lack  of  rainfall 
fixA  cold  dry  winds,    feather  conditions  during  the  early  lambing  season  in 
November  and  Lecember  were  favorable,  and  the  number  of  lambs  drop-oed  -orobably 
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?ras  at  least  as  large  as  a  year  earlier.     The  devtlopment  of  ea.rlj'"  lam'bs  has 
"been  retarded  "b^  the  shortage  of  green  feod,  -^.nd  in  early  March  the  feed  situation 
in  the  Sacramento  and  San  Joaquin  Valleys  -iras  "becoming  critical.    Ahundant  rain- 
fall in  March  and  Anril  may  improve  feed  conditions,  hut  unless  the  feed  situation 
is  materially  improved,  many  of  the  earlj^  California  lamhs  will  "be  sold  as  feeders 
S'ninments  of  slaughter  Inmhs  to  middle  Western  and  Eastern  markets  are  expected 
to  he  much  sm^^ller  this  year  than  last,  "but  there  maj'  he  n  heav^'"  movement  of 
feeder  Injnhs  to  mid^7est  feed  lots. 

The  nujnhcr  of  early  lamhs  in  Arizona  is  ahout  the  same  this  year  as  last. 
Unusually  cold  -^eather  in  Fehruary  has  held  "back  the  growth  of  "oastures  and 
checked  soraovrhat  the  develoDraent  of  lamhs.    With,  normal  leather  in  March,  lamhs 
are  expected  to  improve  ra^oidl^'',  since  i^rospects  for  spring  feed  are  favorahle. 

Lack  of  moir.ture  during  the  fall  and  early  winter,  and  cold  rveathor  in 
Fehruary  in  most  of  the  importa,nt  sheep  areas  of  Texas  delayed  the  growth  of 
green  feed  in  that  State.    Ewes  and  oth^r  sheep  did  net  winter  well,  and  there 
was  a  heav^'-  loss  of  early  lamhs.    Earl;/  lamhs  generally  have  dev:^loped  poorly, 
and  even  under  improved  feed  conditions,  many  will  not  develop  into  slaughter 
lamhs,    Beca-use  of  the  rather  poor  condition  of  yearlings  and  wethers  in  early 
March,  the  su'oply  of  grass  fat  yea.rlings  for  market  from  Texas,  during  April 
and  May,  is  exwectod  to  ho  mu.ch  sraaller  than  last  year.    But  if  feed  conditions 
hecome  favorable,  the  movement  of  --earlings  in  June  a.nd  July  may  he  large. 

Conditions  ha„vc  been  much  more  favorable  in  the  other  early  lamh  pro- 
ducing States  tha.n  in  California  .-^n-d  Texas.     In  the  Southeart^rn  States,  mnter. 
weather  was  generally  mild  and  feed  sut)plies  were  ahunda.nt  and  low-Toriced,  Ewes 
and  lamhs  are  in  good  condition  and  prospects  for  spring  pastures  are  favorahle. 
Marketings  of  lajnhs  hefore  July  1  from  these  States  prohahlj^  will  he  ahout  the 
sa::ie  as  last  year.    In  Missouri ,  the  principal  early  lambing  State  of  the  Corn- 
Belt,  ewes  a.nd  earlj^  lamhs  are  in  good  condition  and  the  numher  of  early  lamhs 
will  he  a  little  larger  this  year  than  last. 

Feed  a.nd  weather  conditions  in  Idaho,  Oregon  and  Washington  have  heen 
rather  fa^vorahle  this  yea.r.    The  numhor  of  early  lamhs  lorooahly  is  not  greatly 
diffcr-^nt  from  that  of  last  year  and  ewes  ajid  lamhs  are  in  good  condition, 

FJi/IBER  OE  SHEEP  AJD  LAIvIBS  Oil  EAEI^ylS  JAWARY  1 

The  numher  of  stock  shee-  on  fa.rms  a.nd  ranches  in  the  United  States  on 
January  1  this  year  was  estimated  to  he  Ug, 062, 000  head,  a.n  increase  of  ahout 
1.3  million  hea.d  or  3  percent  over  the  numher  on  Januar?/  1  last  year.  The 
numher  of  stock  shee-o  and  lamhs  on  fa.rms  at  the  heginning  of  this  yea-r  was  the 
largest  since  January  1,  193^- »  ^nd  except  for  that  date  it  v/as  the  largest  in 
many  years.     The  increase  in  stock  sheer)  over  a  year  earlier  -was  ahout  equally 
divided  hetween  ewe  laiahs  heing  kept  for  hreeding  ewes  and  ewes  1  year  old  and 
over. 

As  indicated  in  the  accompanj-ing  tahle,  the  nvjuher  of  stock  sheep  was 
larger  this  year  than  last  in  both  the  native  and  Western  sheep  areas,  hut  most 
of  the  increase  was  in  the  Western  area.    In  the  Western  sheep  States,  exclud- 
ing Texas,  the  numher  on  January  1,  1333 1  '^a!^>  ahout  6-00,000  head  larger  than  a 
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year  earlier  V7ith  fairl"""  l^ree  increape:;  izi  Montz-T-a,  Wr^oiTiing, .-^nd  the  range  area 
cf  South  I)ai:ota.     The  nijiaher  in  this  area,  totslirg  p.hoii.t  2h  million  h^ad,  is 
more  than  3  million  head  smaller  than  the  high  le-'«l  of  1931  • 

Nujnher  of  stock  sheep  and  lamhs  on  farms  in  the  United  States  and  s;oecified 

^egions,  Jan-gar^  1,  1923  and  Janur.ry  1,  1931-39  


Western  Sheep  ! 

■ 

All  : 

Year 

Stat  e  s  J  ex- 

Texas ; 

cluding  Texas  ! 

Western 

Thov  sands 

—   — 

Th  ouEancs 

Tncu  sounds 

1923 

19,320 

3,^90 

22,810 

1931 

27,252 

6,7^9 

^U,001 

1932 

26,77^ 

6,952 

33,726 

1933 

25,S7g 

7.W 

33 , 322 

IQ^U 

26,211 

g,059 

^U,270 

1935 

25,265 

7,092 

32,357 

1936 

2^,757 

7,23^ 

31,991 

1937 

:  2U,100 

g,750 

32,S50 

193s 

:  23,337 

9,100 

32,^^7 

1939  u 

:  23,595 

9.-U6 

33,6Hi 

1/  Prelimina^ry , 

Na.ti^'-e 
Sheep  States 


Thousands 


9,737 


13,719 
lU,02g 
1^,002 
1U,13U 
1^,277 

i^,Uoo 

lU,102 
lU,lQg 
lU,U21 


Lnited  States 


Thousands 


32,597 
117,720 

^7,75^ 
117,32^+ 

ii6,b-^U 

H6,39l 
U6,952 

,  uS'3 
Ug,062 


The  upward  trend  in  sheep  nximher  in  Texas  which  oegan  in  I92O  continued 
during  1933.  The  numher  on  farms  in  that  State  on  Ja.nuary  1  totaled  aoout  ^.S 
million  head,  which  was  500,000  hop,d  Ira-ger  than  on  Januan^  1  last  i-^ear. 

The  numher  of  stock  sheep  on  farms  ir  the  r^ative  shee-o  States  at  the 
"beginning  01  1939  was  ahout  200,000  head  larger  than  a  r^ear  earlier,  and  was 
the  largest  in  more  than  25  years.    But  the  total  niunher  on  farms  in  this  area 
on  Januar:.-  1,  of  shout  lU.U  million  head,  was  only  slightly  larger  th='-n -th'-^  numoei 
reported  at  the  heginning  of  193^- 


OUTLOOK 

Slaught-^r  supplies  of  sheep  and  lamhs  doming  the  period  from  A^iril 
through  June  are  expected  to  he  materially  smaller  than  a  vear  earlier.  This 
reduction  will  reflect  partly  the  relatively  small  ni-rniher  of  early  Ismhs  in 
California  and  Texas  which  will  reach  slaughter  weights  and  condition  "before 
July  1.    It  will  also  reflect  the  decrease  in  marketings  of  grass  fat  yearlings 
from  Texas  in  April  and  May  compared  v/ith  those  of  last  year. 

Marketings  of  sheep  and  lainhs  nfter  Julv  will  depend  to  a  considerahle 
extent  upon  the  outcome  of  the  late  I.-^jiid  crop.    But  it  is  prohahle  that  a  large 
numher  of  early  lamhs  that  ordinarily  w^uld  he  marketed  hefore  July  will  he 
marketed  after  July  this  year.    This  wili  "be  trx^e  of  many  early  California  lamh© 
that  will  he  sold  as  feeders  this  spring.    The  movement  of  early  lamhs  from  Texas 
also  will  he  later  than  usual,  and  it  may  he  that  marketings  of  grass  fat  year- 
lings from  Texas  in  June  and  July  will  he  relatively  large. 
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In  marked  contrast  to  the  sharp  upward  trend  in  sheep  nim'bers  from  I923 
through  1931j  num"bcrs  ha.ve  not  changed  greatly  since  1931«    -A-t  the  "beginning,  of 
1939  the  numher  of  stock  sheep  on  farms  and  ranches  wo-s  only  slightly  larger  than 
in  1931  ^^cL  only  slightly  smaller  than  the  peak  num"ber  reached  in  earl:/  193^« 
Changes  in  num"bers  in  the  -orincipal  regions  since  1931  have  "been  more  marked  than 
changes  in  the  total.    From  1932  through  193^,  the  num"ber  of  stock  sheep  in  the 
Western  States,  excluding  Texas,  ^•'as 'reduced  considera"bly ,     This  reduction,  how- 
ever, was  offset  "by  a  further  marked  increase  in  Texas.    A  further  moderate  in- 
crease in  the  native  States  has  occurred  since  1931 • 

There  appears  to  he  little  reason  to  expect  decreases  in.  sheep  num"bers 
from  present  levels  either  in  Texas  or  in  the  native  sheep  States,  and  it  is 
quite  possihle  that  fn.rther  increases  will  occur  in  these  areas.    If  the  increase 
in  num'bers  in  the  Western  States,  excluding  Texas,  this  year  following  7  years  of. 
decreases,  rno.rks  the  end  of  the  down-.vard  trend  in  that  area,  the  trend  in  sheep 
num'bers  for  the  country  as  a  whole  may  "be  moderately  upward  in  the  next  few  years. 

THE  WOOL  SITTTATIOiT  1/ 

In  the  earlj"  months  of  the  1939  n.-^.rketing  season,  -^^hich  "begins  a"bout 
April  1,  stocks  of  wool  in  this  coimtr^^  ^,7ill  "be  smaller  than  a  year  earlier,  and 
a  fairly  strong  domestic  mill  demand  for. wool  is  pro"bp"ble.    Developments  in 
foreign  wool  markets,  ho-rever,  will  have  an  imiJortant  effect  on  the  domestic 
situation  during  the  next  several  months.    The  spreao  "between  domestic  and  for- 
eign prices  is  now  relatively  'Tide,  and  im^oorts  of  wool  have  increased  somewhat 
in  the  past  2  months. 

Stocks  of  wool  in'  the  principal  exporting  countries  am  smaller  than  a 
year  earlier,  "but  in  the  chief  foreign  importing  countries,  except  Japan,  stocks 
are  larger  this  year  than  last.    Mill  consumption  in  foreign  countries  was  reduced 
in  late  I937  and  early  I938,  "but  not  so  much  as  in  the  TJnit-:d  States.    On  the 
other  hand,  the  improvement  in  consitrnDtion  in  recent  months  has  "been  relatively'' 
less  in  foreign  countries  than  in  the  United  States.    Chang^^s  in  mill  demand  for 
wool  in  foreign  countries  in  the  noxt  few  months  -^re  rather  uncertain,  "but  the 
recent  moderate  increase  in  husiness  activity  in  Great  Britain  pnd.  the  slight 
strength  in  the  dolla-r  value  of  the  pound  sterling  are  favora'ble  factors  in 
the  situation. 

Prices  of  wool  in  Boston  were  mostly  unchanged  during  Fe"bruary  "but  a 
slight  weakness  was  reported  in  early  March.    The  volume  of  wool  sold  on  the 
Boston  market  was  less  in  Fe'bruary  than  in  January.    In  late  Fo"bruary  new  clip 
wools  v?ere  offered  for  delivery  in  May  and  June  at  a"bout  1  cent  per  pound, 
grease  "basis,  lower  than  the  c^irrent  spot  p--ices  of  similar  wools. 

Mill  consiLmption  of  wool  in  the  United  States  in  January  v;as  somewhat 
smaller  than  in  Decem"ber,  "but  it  vm.s  more  than  twice  as  large  as  in  January  last 
year,    January  was  the  seventh  successive  month  in  v.'hich  mill  consum-otion 
exceeded  that  of  a  year  earlier, 

1/  From  March  issue  of  the  Demand  and  Price  Situation.    For  m.ore  detailed 
discussion  see  the  March  issue  of  the  Wool  Situa.tion,  copies  of  which  may  "be 
o"btained  upon  request  from  the  Division  of  Economic  Information,  Bureau  of 
Agricultural  Economics,  Washington,  D.  C, 
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Price  per  100  pounds  of  sheep  and  lambs,  by  raonths, 
December-February,  1336-37  to  1938-39 


Item 



:  1 

936-37 

1937-38 

:  1938-39 

 i 

: De  e ♦  : 

Fpb 

J 

Dec  •  : 

•Def  . 

Feb. 

:Dcl , 

Del. 

Dol , 

Del. 

Dol , 

Dol, 

Dol, 

Dol , 

Dol. 

Slaughter  lambs,  Chicago: 

10.16 

10.14 

8.37 

7.71 

7.20 

P. 65 

8.92 

8.88 

Slaughter  ewes,  Chicago: 

-  7.89 

9.27 

9.31 

7.45 

6.93 

6.  60 

7 . 75 

7 ,74 

7.91 

•  4.10 

5.24 

5  .52 

3.85 

3  .94 

3  ,89 

4.06 

4.27 

4.64 

•  2.78 

3  ,85 

4.26 

2.97 

3.08 

2  ,94 

2.91 

2.97 

3.40 

Feeding  lambs,  Omaha: 

•  7.14 

8.76 

8,81 

7.95 

7.49 

6.92 

8.07 

8.23 

8,24 

Average  price  paid  by 

packers : 

Shepp  and  lairbs   

•  R.19 

9  50 

9  RR 

8.18 

7  74 

7  ^3 

8  31 

B  46 

Average  price  received 

bv  fanrers  • 

•  3  85 

A    9  A 

3  86 

O  .  O  / 

O  .  D  i 

O  .  Df 

4  ,02 

•    7  ?  R 

7  Q9 
1  *a  c 

7  4R 

D  .  DO 

7  PiR 

7.37 

T  ftml^      T^Tpw  VofV  • 

Vi^holesale  carcass:  3/ 

Choice  .   «•«••••  • 

•  14  20 

15.02 

16.78 

1  Q  58 

17.62 

15.90 

17.91 

18.98 

17.86 

15.05 

15.98 

18.55 

16.62 

14.98 

17.19 

18.18 

17.10 

14.12 

15.12 

17.19 

15  .35 

13.91 

15  .10 

16.72 

15.65  ■ 

Ftilled  wool,   Boston:  4/ 

118.6 

120.0 

79.9 

77.? 

71.4 

79.2 

79.0 

79.0 

104.2 

103.5 

61.5 

60.5 

56.2 

62.0 

65.0 

65.0 

Sheep  pelts,  packers 

shearlings.  No,  1,  Chica^ 

1.46 

1.50 

0.68 

0.72 

0.72 

0.72 

0.75 

0.75 

'I 


1/   Lots  averaging  within  top  half  of  Good  grade. 
2/  Lots  averaging  ^vithin  top  half  of  Medium  grade, 

3/  For  Choice  and  Good,  3  8  pounds  do-vTO;  for  Medium,  38  pounds  davn  in  1936  and 

~        1937,  and  all  weights  in  1938  and  1939. 

4/  Cents  per  pound. 

5/  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics. 


« 
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Supplies  of  sheep  and  lambs,  specified  periods 


Item 


Sheep  and  lambs; 
Number  slaughtered 
under  Federal 
inspect  ion  l/  . . . , 
Receipts  at  s'even 
markets  2/  , 


Slaughter  under  Federal 
inspection : 
Lambs  and  yearlings: 
Number  slaughtered. 
Percentage  of  total 
sheep  and  lambs  . . 
Sheep : 
Number  slaughtered. 
Percentage  of  total 
sheep  and  lambs  , . 
Sheep  and  lambs : 
Average  live  weight 
Average  dressed 

■weight  

Total  dressed  weight 


Unit 


Thou- 


Year 


Average 
1924-33 


1937 


1938 


Month 


Feb.  :^  , 
Feb, 

average: 
1924-33:^^"^^ 


Jan, 

1939 


Feb, 

1939 


sands  ! 

14,737 

17,270 

18,060 

1,086 

1,424 

1,456 

1,361 

do ,  ; 

3/15,241 

11,470 

11,783  3/1,130 

823 

4/794  4/755 

Year 

:  1 

/I'^nth 

Average 
1924-33 

:  1937  : 

1938 

:  Jan, 

:average • 
:1924-33 

Jan. 

1938 

Dec .  ] 

1938; 

Jan  , 

1939 

Thou-  . 

sands 

13,678 

15,912 

16,884 

1,134 

1,437 

1,265 

1,374 

Percent 

92.8 

92.1 

93,5 

93.0 

92.6 

93.9 

94.4 

Thou-  , 

sands  : 

1,059 

1,358 

1,176 

85 

115 

82 

82 

Percent ; 

7.2 

7.9 

6,5 

7.0 

7.4 

6.1 

5.6 

Pound  ; 

81 

85 

85 

86 

90 

88 

91 

do .  : 

39 

40 

40 

40 

42 

41 

42 

Mil. lb.  i 

569 

683 

720 

49 

65 

55 

61 

1/  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry. 

2/  Chicago,  Kansas  City,  Omaha,  Denver,   St.  Joseph,  Sioux  Citv,  and  St.  Paul, 
V  Average  1929-33. 

4/  Receipts  for  sale  only  -  excludes  through  shipments  not  offered  for  sale  and 
directs , 


r 


